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“Their Eyes Were My Eyes”
CELEBRATING OUR ORIGINS

Dedicated to preserving
the history
and the community ties
of Norcross, Maine

IN MEMORIAM

Frederick “Teb” Fowler (1924-2016), the
Trust’s primary benefactor and chief source of
knowledge and inspiration, has passed away.
Page 3

SETTLING IN MILLINOCKET

In 1951, Albert F. Fowler wrote to Juanita
Chase to tell her the story of how Thomas and
Betsy Fowler became the first white settlers in
Millinocket. We’re pleased to share that letter
now, as well as some current reflections on the
winter trek of 1829.
Page 4

NORCROSS AND THE BANGOR & AROOSTOOK

The creation of the railroad in 1891 lead to a
transformation at North Twin Lake.
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OUR FIRST DECADE AS AN ORGANIZATION

Fowler Farm--Mill Site 1899

“I saw behind me those who had gone, and
before me those who are to come. I looked back
and saw my father, and his father, and all our
fathers, and in front to see my son, and his son,
and the sons upon sons beyond.
And their eyes were my eyes.”
-Richard Llewellyn, How Green Was My Valley

In honor of our tenth anniversary, Christine
H. Fowler provides a retrospective of the
meeting that started it all.
Page 10
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Telling the Story, Ten Years On
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by George Fowler

A LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

It’s difficult to imagine how quickly a
decade passes, and what changes it
brings in all our lives. From those first
tentative ideas at a Norcross family
gathering, pondering how the rich
legacy of life in a small Maine village
could be preserved and shared, we
have made incredible strides in
“telling the story,” as David Larlee so
aptly defined our charge that October
day in 2006. Some who gathered that
day and helped guide our vision and
work are no longer with us, including
David.
We mourn the recent passing of
Frederick “Teb” Fowler, the original
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benefactor of the NHT who shared
his work and passion so generously
with our organization. In fact, were it
not for Teb, we wouldn’t have most of
this rich treasure to pass on to present
and future generations. For the past
decade Teb guided our work, sharing
his vast stores of historical knowledge
and imparting his enthusiasm to forge
ahead. We will miss his thoughtful,
intelligent guidance immensely.
So far this year, the Trustees have
met eight times to conduct business,
but more importantly to have “work
days,” rolling up our sleeves and
plunging in to tackle the chores that
always await us. With these two-day
work sessions, we have made steady
progress on the tasks we have set for
ourselves. An initial “finding aid,” the
collection catalog, is now completed. I
say “initial,” as that work will truly
never end. Hundreds of pages of
documents and photographs could be
described in further detail, and we
take regular small steps towards that
goal, trying not to be overwhelmed by
the immensity of the collection. For
example, one photo album has taken
months to describe, as we include as
much knowledge and detail as we can
with each image. While the tasks are
daunting, those “gosh” and “aha”
moments as we do our work bring
their own reward.
Two very important events have

happened recently: The Trust (and in
particular our capable editor, Mindi
Larlee) was invited to submit an article
to the Maine Historical Society. We
chose to tell the story of the Norcross
Transportation Company’s “queen of
the fleet,” the steamboat Rainbow.
The article will appear in the Winter
edition of the MHS newsletter, along
with several photographs from our
collection.
We are also very pleased to
announce that all 319 of the 4x5
negatives taken by Albert F. Fowler
have been professionally digitized by
the Penobscot Marine Museum.
These images, some of which are over
a century old, constitute the heart of
our visual collection. We now have
easy, safe access to them as ultra-high
resolution scans, without risking
damage to the originals.
We are eager to review this
treasure ourselves and share it with
the public as time permits. Through
the generosity of several anonymous
donors this work was accomplished,
and we thank Kevin Johnson, image
archivist at the museum, for guiding us
through this project.
The Trustees will continue our
meetings and workdays as often as
time and schedules permit and, as
always, we invite your financial aid
and personal participation to help us
move into the next decade.
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Always There Was His Memory
By Frederick Fowler Jr.
IN HONOR OF HIS FATHER

First came the camera(s). Then came the
darkroom. Then came the home computer(s).
Then came the Internet. Then came the
scanner(s).
Then came a cabinet. Then came a full
cabinet. Then came another cabinet.
Then came floor space. Then came closet
space. Then came leaning-up-against-a-wall,
somewhere-out-of-the-way space.
Then came the NHT.
A very simplified chain of events. But not
reflecting the time spent on each of the first
five items listed above, nor the multitude of
separate skills that my father had to master in
each.
And always there was his memory and a
desire to preserve what had been.
Gather. Record. Protect.
Collate. Create.
Share.
An old photo.
A story. A ledger.
A scrapbook.
A tale that grew in the telling.

Two cabinets full of Norcross history

A tale that still grows.

The NHT cabinet
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Listening to Grandfather’s Vision
A LETTER DETAILING THOMAS FOWLER’S SETTLING OF MILLINOCKET

Dear Mrs. ChaseYou mentioned that you are about
to write a history of Millinocket, and
asked me if I could give some
information about the Fowler who was
the first settler in Millinocket.
It was my grandfather, Thomas
Fowler, son of Samuel Fowler, born in
1792, place of birth unknown. Family
records at the time were meager, and
most of the early history besides
records of birth in the family Bible,
were handed down by word of mouth
among the common people.
An extract from the Brownville,
Maine history* may be of interest-----(“In the very early days when the
surface of what is now Piscataquis
County was still covered by the growth
of giant pine, the Massachusetts land
office employed Samuel Western to
survey and plot into Township the
land now known as Ranges 7 and 8,
north of the Waldo Patent, in order
that the townships might be offered for
sale and settlement.
“In 1794 Western and his brother
made the survey of Range 8, and
shortly after, Township 5 of this range
was sold to Samuel Fowler for 2964
pounds sterling, forty families to be
settled within eight years. Fowler paid
only 264 pounds sterling; and there is
no record of any families brought
here, so the land reverted back to the

State of Massachusetts.”)
In 1816 Thomas Fowler married
Betsy Martin, and they were living in
Pittsfield, Maine.
In 1829 with a
family of five, the oldest [being] twelve
years and the youngest two years, he
started his pilgrimage toward what is

now Millinocket. His outfit consisted
of two teams of oxen, a cow for milk,
household goods, grindstone, axes,
farming tools, bedding, etc., seeds for
spring planting and whatever was
necessary to be self-sustaining in a
virgin forest.

Tom and Betsy Fowler’s route, approximately thirty miles: 1. Brownville.
2. Knight’s Landing 3. Schoodic Lake 4. Seboois Lake 5. Endless Lake
6. East Seboois Lake (aka E. Branch Lake) 7. Nollesemic Lake 8. Grand
Falls

*Merrill, Susan. “Historical Sketches of Brownville, Maine.” Pioneer Magazine: May 1911
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The route as far as Brownville
was not difficult, as passable roads
existed all the way.
But from
Brownville on, it was virgin forest with
no roads, except a tote road as far as
Knights Landing on Schoodic Lake.
He crossed Schoodic Lake to what is
known now as Rand Cove, then
crossed overland into Seboois Lake
across that lake, thence across land to
Endless Lake, from this lake to East
Seboois Lake, and then to Nollesimic
Lake, across this lake and overland
coming to the West Branch of the
Penobscot near Grand Falls [to] land
at the head of Shad Pond.
The reason for this crossing as
many lakes as possible was that
because in March the traveling would
be good for the ox teams and save
swamping so much road.
He was a lumberman, and the
virgin pine in this section was the
magnet which drew him here. It is
possible the great water power which
he might have visioned also attracted
him, or a combination, such as plenty
of virgin pine, river at the door full of
salmon and trout, Shad Pond nearby,
full of shad, [and] the woods full of
moose, deer and Caribou. It is
possible when he came to the location
where he built his house, he might
have used the same expression that
Brigham Young did when he saw the
Great Salt Lake - “THIS IS THE
PLACE.”
It was here near Grand Falls that
he built a house, cleared up land
enough for a garden, and considerable
land for grain and hay for his oxen.
Many people have asked why he came
overland the way he did? The reason

for this is, that there was no road
north of Old Town at that time, the
river being the only way, and to move
his outfit would be impossible by
water, for only bateaus were used.
There were a few settlers along the
river up as far [as] what was called
Five Islands, which is where the
present town of Winn is located. He
lived there at Grand Falls until the late
1830’s. Two more children were born.
In the early spring of 1829, as
soon as he began to build at Grand
Falls, some of the people living at Five
Islands, or at Winn, noticed some
fresh chips and cuttings floating down
the river, which they could not
understand, as there had been no one
go up river that spring, or the Fall
before. Curiosity got the best of them,
and a couple of men took a canoe and
poled up the river twenty-five miles
and found Fowler, the house nearly
completed, and land being cleared for
spring planting.
From 1830 on, more settlers
began to work up along the river
above Five Islands, and a small settlement at what is now Mattawamkeag
started, and soon up to Nicatou, or
the present Town of Medway. Among
the early families who came from the
Kennebec waters to Medway were the
Daiseys, Reeds, Howards, Boyntons,
Hathaways, Dickeys, also the Fisks
who came from Medway, Mass., from
which the town of Medway took its
name. Other families were the
Crockers, Hales, Waits, Powers,
Bradeens, Trasks, etc.
Lumber operators began to move
up the West Branch, but it was not
navigable above Shad Pond on
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account [of] Grand Falls, some
twenty-foot drop. Seeing the necessity
of a carry to by-pass the two miles of
rough water between Shad Pond and
Quakish Lake, Fowler went up to
Millinocket Stream about two miles
and cut a road from Millinocket
Stream across to the foot of Quakish
Lake.
Here on Millinocket Stream he
built a new home, cleared the farm
where the present Great Northern
Paper Mill was [later] built, carried on
a lumber business, and toted across
the carry to Quakish, over the road he
built, whatever traffic that came that
was headed for the region above.
The exact date he moved to the
present site where Millinocket is now,
is not definitely known, but presumably about 1837 or 1838. About this
time Indians from the Old Town tribe
who used to pass by up the river to
their hunting grounds notified Fowler
that the Mohawk Indians had
declared war on the Old Town tribe,
and would come down the West
Branch to attack them. They advised
him to move his family from
Millinocket, which he did, moving to
Bangor for a year where my own
father, John F. Fowler, was born on
Aug. 18, 1840. Two more children
were born after he moved back from
Bangor.
Francis M. Fowler, the youngest
son, was the last Fowler to live on the
place, living there until 1882. He sold
to Charles T. Powers, a grandson of
Thomas Fowler, who lived there until
1899 when he sold to the Great
Northern Paper Company. Many of
the early settlers of Millinocket will
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remember the house, as the first Post
Office was in this building. Bert Eastman
was the first Postmaster.
In 1848, a steamboat company was
organized at Old Town, operating
regular service between Old Town and
Mattawamkeag, and up as far as
Medway during the first of the season in
the spring when water would permit. A
Mr. Stevens built a saw mill at Medway,
[and] a store was opened to supply the
growing population.
In order to have a more dependable
line of communication than by water,
Thomas Fowler cut a tote road from his
home on Millinocket Stream to Medway,
and when the County built the road to
Millinocket, it followed the old original
road. This answers the question, asked
by many people, how such a crooked
road came to be built.
Thomas Fowler, Jr. was a representative to the legislature in the early 70’s,
representing the towns of Northern
Penobscot County as they were grouped
then. So it seems the very early settlers of
Millinocket were politically minded.
Two great-grandsons of the original
Fowler are living in Millinocket at the
present time. They are Bernard and
Albert Gerry, whose mother, daughter of
Francis M. Fowler, was born here. Also
two great-granddaughters, Mrs. Melvin
Byther and Mrs. Preston Larlee,
daughters of Albert Fowler of Norcross.
Thomas Fowler Sr. lived long into
the 80’s and died in the home he had
built. During the last few years of his life
he was not able to get around without
the aid of a cane. He used to sit out in
front of the house for hours, looking out
over the vast expanse of forest with
Katahdin in the distance. When any of
his sons or grandsons came to visit, he
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would always
call them over
to where he was
sitting, point to
Katahdin with
his cane, draw
a half circle to
the east, which
would cover the
whole town site
of Millinocket
The Fowler/Powers farm, post-renovation. After the
now, and would
GNPCo purchased the property in 1899, outbuildings that
say, “Now boys,
connected house to barn were removed and the three-story
addition (to left of original house) was constructed, possibly
some day there
to create dormitory and/or office space for mill construction
will be a city
supervisors.
here, a railroad
will come and
there will be mills
built, so you save your money and buy all
the land you can near here.” He was a
man of violent temper when crossed,
and if anyone tried to convince him he
was having pipe dreams, they would be
“Now boys, some
sure to get a whack of the cane, if in
day there will be a
range. It became a common saying
city here, a
among the folks when they went to visit,
railroad will come
“Well, I suppose I will have to listen to
and there will be
Grandfather’s vision.”
If he lacked judgment in bringing
mills built, so you
his family into the wilderness, he
save your money
certainly did not lack courage, and had
and buy all the
what it took to get along in the times he
land you can near
lived. He was considered by his friends
here.”
and acquaintances all along the
Penobscot as far as Bangor, a good man
to cross the river with.
Sincerely yours,
Albert F. Fowler
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Reflections on the Chase Letter
by the Board of the NHT

REEXAMINING THE MOVE TO THE FOOT OF GRAND FALLS
As a part of the preparation for Millinocket’s fiftieth
anniversary celebration in 1951, Juanita Chase, a writer for
the Bangor Daily News and a number of local publications,
asked Albert F. Fowler to provide information on the area’s
earliest non-native settlers. His account has since become the
established historical version, and is referred to in many
publications.
We, the NHT Trustees, support the accuracy of our
grandfather’s account, but make two points regarding his
writing.
Although he does not say so, readers might assume that
the Samuel Fowler he mentioned as purchasing Township 5
of Range 8 in the Brownville area had some connection to
our great-great grandfather Thomas Fowler. We believe
there is no basis to draw this conclusion, despite that man
having a name in common with Thomas’ father.
Secondly, we are skeptical that the family arrived at the
headwaters of Shad Pond in March of 1829 and
experienced a Brigham Young epiphany that caused them to

feel, “This is the place!” Accumulated evidence makes it
seem likely that the move had been in the planning stages for
some time. Deeds, loan transactions, and land transfers in
the years immediately prior to 1829 indicate a move was
intended. In addition, we don’t believe the family would
have undertaken such an arduous winter adventure without
knowing their exact destination. Given the time of year, it
seems reasonable that some degree of preparation of the
settlement area occurred, such as with materials and
supplies, if not some form of shelter, being set up there in
advance.
We are extremely grateful to Albert F. Fowler, both as
NHT Trustees and as his grandsons, for his wonderful
account of the 1829 trek and the additional historic details
and information he provided. Much of what he shared was
passed down to him from several generations of the Fowler
family, and we are pleased to add our thoughts to the record,
for future generations to ponder and debate.

Carved From the Wilderness
THE RAILROAD AND THE MAKING OF NORCROSS

AN UNLIKELY SPOT FOR A SETTLEMENT

To say the area around what became Norcross was still
remote in 1890 would be an understatement.
The only road was about thirteen miles from North
Twin Dam, connecting Medway to Stacyville, following the
East Branch of the Penobscot. Otherwise, the vast wilderness was broken only by tote roads, a few homes, and logging

camps.
The few hardy individuals who ventured here, either as
lumbermen, settlers, or travelers, relied on the West Branch
of the Penobscot as a transportation system. From the camps
further out in Maine’s wild interior, logs were driven across
the lakes and then down to the many mills along the
Penobscot.

sources: Angier, Jerry, and Herb Cleaves. Bangor and Aroostook -The Maine Railroad. Littleton, MA: Flying Yankee Enterprises. 1986. Print.
• Doubleday, Anne. “Penobscot County.” The Doubleday Postal History. Web. http://www.doubledaypostalhistory.com/postmaster/Maine/Penobscot.pdf 23 September 2016
• Mulherin, George F. "A Brief History of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad" (1900). Books and Publications. Book 3. Bangor Community: Digital Commons@bpl. Web.
http://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/books_pubs/3 24 September 2016.
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THE BANGOR AND AROOSTOOK RAILROAD

In 1891 the Bangor and Aroostook railroad was
designed specifically to provide Aroostook County
with its first all-Maine railroad, and to make the
water power of the Penobscot River accessible to
the rest of the state.
Moses Burpee, head of the surveying team,
recognized the untapped potential of the Lower
Lakes area, and saw to it that the route passed
near North Twin Lake in order to encourage
development there. Somewhere between fifty and
sixty million feet of logs were sluiced over the dam
annually around this time.
The Norcross station was completed in 1893 or early 1894. Like all
With the general route decided from rough
the others in the new lines of the Bangor and Aroostook, it was
surveys, surveying teams set out in June of 1891
designed by Joe Abbott, consulting engineer from New York. All the
to do ‘preliminaries.’ They hacked their way
stations south of Houlton were built by E. T. Hartwell of Old Town.
through the virgin forest, scrambling over and
under windfalls, stopping every hundred feet to
calculate differences in elevation and take other
were unballasted, and many of the ties were laid on ice and
measurements. It took them until February, 1892, to
snow rather than the ground.
complete this work, which enabled them to determine not
The trains commenced running on January 1, 1894.
only the course of the train tracks but also the best grade
and easiest curves.
THE FIRST SETTLERS AND EARLY DAYS OF NORCROSS
Four months later, construction of the tracks began
Hand in hand with the new B&A railway line, new
with grading on the Brownville end, and the stretch from
businesses sprang up throughout northern Maine, and the
Sherman to Houlton. C.P. Treat of Chicago was contracted
area of the Lower Lakes was no exception. Perkins and
for grading, track laying, and masonry. The construction
Danforth, for example, built a mill on South Twin Lake in
teams dug out and built up the route’s two hundred miles
1893, where they manufactured birch spool bars for export
with nothing but picks and shovels, and lived in simple
to England. The area became known as Perkins Siding.
shacks. By winter, they had completed this stage.
The railroad enabled people to comfortably and
In April of 1893, the first B&A switch was installed at
quickly travel to the unparalleled hunting and fishing
Aroostook Station in Brownville, symbolizing the start of
opportunities of the area, and various establishments were
the final stage of construction. On July 1, construction of
created to meet their needs. Luther Gerrish, who worked as
the trackage officially began. The crews of immigrant
a guide for the surveyors of the Bangor and Aroostook,
laborers made steady progress, and the caboose-office of
established a camp a mile north of Norcross. One of the
General Manager Cram was relocated from Brownville to
most popular places on the lakes during this time, it became
Norcross later that year. Tracklayers under the Malcolm
a flag station for the train in June of 1894.
and Ross contract passed North Twin Dam and Millinocket
Robert Sawyer first came to the Norcross area in 1892
sometime in October. By the end of the month, they had
when he spotted the route the railroad was taking. In later
advanced almost to the East Branch. The railroad made it
years he recounted how he worked with his uncle, Wilbur
to Houlton in December, though the last twenty-six miles
(sources, con’t)
• “New Camps and Hotels, Going up on the Line of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad.” Lewiston Saturday Journal 14 July 1894:10. Google News (Archive). Web.
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=-MkgAAAAIBAJ&sjid=k2oFAAAAIBAJ&pg=4134%2C5695962 14 September 2016.
• “Various Sports: News of the Pastimes that Flourish this Season.” The Lewiston Daily Sun 13 June 1894: 2. Google News (Archive). Web.
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=1bsgAAAAIBAJ&sjid=nGkFAAAAIBAJ&pg=2227%2C6516865 14 September 2016.
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Stratton, who had previously run a hotel or boarding house
in Mattawamkeag. With Stratton providing the financing and
Sawyer the labor, they built a chain of camps along the route
of the new railroad, at Grant Brook and Stone Dam. In the
summer of 1894, they also built the first hotel, the Norcross
House (later known locally as the Stratton House).
That hotel had eleven sleeping rooms and a well dug for
water. The gravel from the well was used to build a road to
the eventual railroad station area. Stratton also bought a
boat, the Gypsy, in Bangor, and transported it to Norcross by
rail.
Holman F. Day, writing for the Lewiston Saturday
Journal in August of 1894, described the new village thus:
“...at Norcross station, where one piles out for Twin Lakes,
Pamadumcook (sic), and Ambajejus, you may be excused for
feeling almost certain that you’ve jumped. There’s the
railroad station in a niche in the forest carved for it, there’s a
hotel that’s just sprouting in the lath and studding stage and
there isn’t a wagon nor a road for a wheeled vehicle in sight.
But after all, Norcross is the metropolis of the North Twin
and has a telegraph station, a steamboat, and other
evidences of effete civilization so in my mind we didn’t jump
off until we struck the shore of Porus Island...” 1
The first station agent, Mr. Atherton, built the store and
post office that eventually became part of the Norcross
Transportation Company. When Fred Peasley took over as
station agent, he enlarged the store and also built a moccasin
factory.
Frank A. Farnham became the first Norcross postmaster
on July 27, 1894. He held the job for almost a year; Fred
Peasley succeeded him as well, on July 2, 1895.
By October of 1896, the year-round population might
have grown to around two hundred, including about twentyfive women and forty children, according to an article in the
Pittsburg Press. Roughly half the men worked as guides or
lumbermen, a quarter worked in various capacities for the
railroad, and the remainder were mill hands at Perkins and
Danforth. In truth, it was more an array of small settlements
than a typical village, with a count of about forty buildings
scattered in the five-mile stretch from Perkins Siding to the
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Millinocket bridge. More than half of these were simple log
cabins; eight were frame houses. Six were sporting camps.
There were two hotels, the train station, and the store. The
population fluctuated greatly with the seasons, possibly
doubling or more in July with the West Branch drive, and
climbing even higher during open hunting season.
Despite the growth, Norcross maintained its remote
character. The railroad was their sole connection to the rest
of Maine, and three years in from its formation, Norcross
didn’t have the usual professionals of a town. “When a
couple want to get married,” relayed that same article, “they
take their bridal tour in hunting up a minister and coming
home again. If a person is sick he is sent out to a doctor,
because no physician can be coaxed to come and see him.” 2
The spirit and courage of these early pioneers should
not be forgotten. They accepted the challenge of the
opportunity that the Bangor and Aroostook created, and
they built the unique community of Norcross.

Bob Sawyer, circa 1910. One of the first
Norcross settlers, Bob was a man of many
talents: a builder, boat captain, trapper
and hunter, guide, and general workman.

(sources, con’t: )
1.
Day, Holman F. “From the Jumping-Off Place to the Dim Stronghold of the Moose.” Lewiston Saturday Journal 25 August 1894: 11. Google News (Archive). Web.
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=HMogAAAAIBAJ&sjid=k2oFAAAAIBAJ&pg=2623%2C2737733 15 September 2016
2.
“A Queer Maine Community.” The Pittsburg Press 19 October 1896:10. Google News (Archive). Web.
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=iS0bAAAAIBAJ&sjid=f0gEAAAAIBAJ&pg=7274%2C59971 14 September 2016.
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The Origins of the Trust by Christine H. Fowler
CARRYING A FAMILY COLLECTION INTO A BROADER FUTURE
It has been ten years since the Fowlers assembled to consider
the future of the memorabilia that Frederick C. Fowler (Teb)
had long cared for on their behalf. On October 8, 2006,
more than twenty descendants, representing all six of Albert
F. & Kate J. Fowler's children, joined the family elders, Teb
and his sister Charlotte F. Thaxter, in Norcross – a gathering
that catalyzed the Norcross Heritage Trust.
This year, on the Summer Solstice, the Fowler family
celebrated Teb's life in a Millinocket graveside service, two
and five years, respectively, after memorial services for his
youngest niece, Janice T. McIntosh, and his nephew, David
Larlee. Back in 2006, when Teb first solicited "advice and
opinions" about the artifacts he had amassed, both Janice
and David responded, articulating perspectives which later
emerged at the family gathering. Janice wrote, "I have always
believed that the past and its history should be preserved for
future generations. … My grandparents may have preserved
these items partly because it's what some folks just do and
also because they, too, had an eye to the future." Those

gathered in October echoed her sentiment that there was
intrinsic value in the photographs, documents, and other
items in the collection.
Janice also acknowledged a crucial tension around the
issue of trust, or perhaps lack thereof, regarding transferring
the tangible inventory of Kate and Albert's legacy. She
referenced past experiences that various Fowlers had with
museums, historical societies, and other family members–
some were exemplars while others were cautionary tales.
For his part, David noted the challenge to decide "where
to begin, where to go, and how to get there." He raised
important questions, and pointed out the value of reflection
and visioning. As meeting moderator, David helped guide us
through those very processes, and his leadership enhanced
the effectiveness of our work during that gathering and
beyond.
In handwritten agenda notes, David outlined an
ambitious timeline: "plan the plan" in October 2006, report
on the plan in April 2007, and implement it in October 2007.

On October 8, 2006, Frederick Fowler arranged some of his inherited photography collection for
a family gathering.

Ledgers of the NTCo and
Kate Fowler’s scrapbooks
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Wow!
Equally ambitious were the
participants. According to the minutes,
all agreed there was a story to be told,
and were prepared to participate. Work
began with five research committees:
Organizational Structure, Inventory,
Storage, Collaborating (with existing
organizations), and Presentation/
Sharing.
Key themes emerged which still
reverberate for the organization today,
including:
• Heritage – How do we honor
our roots, and the connections

of community and family?
• Choice – What option for longterm storage of the collection
would best retain access to the
materials, keep them together,
and protect them from decay?
• Trust – Whom do we trust to
preserve this legacy?
• Sharing – How do we share the
legacy with others and share the
work to maintain it?
The Trustees meet monthly to
chip away at the mammoth tasks set
out for the NHT. The Trust is writing
histories, preserving photographs, and
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sharing items online via the Maine
Memory Network. Progress may seem
slow, but it is being made.
This work benefits the diaspora of
individuals connected to Norcross,
potential researchers, and the NHT
itself; however, it also directly benefits
those who are doing the work. Their
relationships are being forged in the
fire of shared labor on behalf of future
generations. Which, perhaps, is the
point.

Celebrating Roots by Mindi Larlee
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
“A simplified chain of events,”
Frederick Jr. wrote of his father’s work
to preserve the history of Norcross,
“but not reflecting the time spent…or
the multitude of separate skills.” It’s
an apt description, and fits as well
these origin stories culled together to
celebrate this anniversary of the
Trust. The chain of events of the first
white settlement in the area; the
planning and building of the railroad;
constructing the village around the
train station—the steps sound simple.
But the work of these endeavors must
have been immense, and must have
required a certain strength of vision.
Richard Llewellyn’s words, “their
eyes were my eyes,” carry a particular
resonance now, as we say goodbye to
Uncle Teb. In a literal sense, we can
indeed see through Teb’s eyes, and his

parents’, thanks to their legacy that
has become the Trust collection. We
can see the village that was once,
according to a 1905 travel book,* “the
taking out place for the most popular
canoe trip in the state,” and the
jumping-off point for some of the
best hunting in the area. We can see
the train station that enabled the
Great Northern Paper Company to
supply their logging camps, and see
the passengers and the freight that
crossed the lakes on the NTCo boats.
Like his g reat-g randfather
Thomas before him, Teb had a vision:
He saw that Norcross, a small, shortlived village deep in the woods of
Maine, had been a special place.
I hope that we, like Thomas’
grandsons, continue to listen.

CONTACT
For inquiries regarding
The Norcross Heritage
Trust:
George Fowler
612 Reach Rd
Brooklin, ME 04616
Donations always welcome,
and greatly appreciated: mail
checks, payable to The
Norcross Heritage Trust, to:
Tom Byther
365 Happy Corner Rd
Patten, ME 04765-3303
For inquiries, feedback, and
contributions regarding this
newsletter:
Mindi Larlee
editor.tnhtnews@loci.net

*Stanton, Gerritt Smith. Where the Sportsman Loves to Linger. New York: J.S. Ogilvie Publishing Co 1905. p. 68 Google Books.
Web. 17 March 2006. https://books.google.com/books?id=S4pCAAAAIAAJ&vq=Norcross&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=Norcross&f=false 23 September 2016.
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Norcross Village, 1902, looking west: the train station to the left, with the log bunkhouse
in the foreground on the right. In the background on the right is the building housing the
post office and supply store.

Founding the Norcross Transportation
Company
Incorporated on May 26th, 1902, the Norcross
Transportation Company was built gradually, over
the course of five years. Frederick A. Fowler bought
the Norcross House from Mr. Stratton in 1897; two
years later, he also took over the store and moccasin
factory from Mr. Peasley. He brought in his brother
Albert, who had been about to enter Tufts Medical
University, as a partner.
In a letter written in 1960, Albert explained
that they systematically added on to their holdings
to create a full-service business in Norcross. By
purchasing additional land, they ensured rights to
the shore, and then constructed a wharf. They ran a
spur line to the wharf to facilitate hauling the
freight coming in on the trains. To cement the final
step of transportation, they bought steamboats from
several other parties who operated on the lakes, and

also had three others built for them.
In this recently discovered letter, Albert also
recalled the reasoning behind their business plan:
“The lumber for the paper mill would always have
to come by the water ways; as long as there was
trout there would always be fishermen; as long as
there were deer and moose there would always be
hunters, and there always was Katahdin for the
mountain climbers. We could not see how there
could be anything come up to change the future
business prospects.”
He concluded that the later transition to things
they could not have foreseen—automobiles, trucks,
tractors and roads—had “not been much to our
advantage” in Norcross. The demise of the village,
like its inception and heyday, was linked to the fate
of the railroad.

source: Fowler, Albert F. Correspondence to Charles “Charley” Mullen, son of an early developer of the Great Northern Paper Co., dated January 10,
1960. Now included in the GNP Co. archives, Special Collections, University of Maine, Orono.
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