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New Work with the Old 
Treasures 

MOVING FORWARD 
HONORING THE PAST

INCREASING COLLECTION ACCESSIBILITY  
With proper documentation and finding aids, 
the Norcross collection will be accessible to 
historians and researchers. Albert Fowler breaks 
down the process for us, and details how the 
Trustees have been carrying out consultant 
Paige Lilly’s  advice over the past year.   
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A WINDOW ON THE PAST, PART TWO
We are pleased to present the second and final 
part of an article written in 1968 by Bertie 
Fowler and Agnes Lucas, published in 1979 in 
The Katahdin Times, in which they share the 
history and a description of the Norcross 
House. 
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THE DINING AREA OF THE MEN’S PART
A rare interior photo of Norcross House allows 
us to see where evening entertainment-- music, 
dancing, and storytelling-- took place.
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A new batch of  twenty-five photos has 
been shared on the Maine Memory 

Network website.  See page 4

Issue No. Seven www.norcrossheritagetrust.org

Fowler Farm, Schoodic Stream, East Millinocket, circa 1905

Horse Team with logs, Norcross, ca. 1920 Model T Snowmobile, 
ca. 1927 
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Increasing Collection Accessibility
by Albert Fowler 

 THE TRUSTEES’ REPORT 

2015 was a productive and exciting 
year for the Norcross Heritage Trust.  
The Trustees’ meetings and work 
sessions were divided into two main 
areas of focus: increasing the NHT 
presence on the MMN website,  and 
working with the collection according 
to the prioritized recommendations of 
Paige Lilly, Archives Consultant.  Her 
report stated that the NHT collection 
was in good condition, and that  her 
advice would be to carry out the Trust’s 
objective of preserving the collection 
and making it more accessible to 
historians and family members. 

First, she recommended that we  
provide documentation for the 
collection items.  This involves two 
actions: first, assigning accession 
numbers to individual items, and 
second,  cataloging or describing each.  
When items are accepted into the 
collections,  an accession folder should 
be created.  For NHT, Exhibit A, along 
with the associated legal documents 
related to the transfer to the Trust,  was 
the first group of items.   Paige advised 
that the Trustees use the Exhibit A 
identification format when creating the 
identification system.  Exhibit B would 
then be part of the second transfer of 
material into the trust.  

Work on this labeling process and 
identification system has begun, and 
the Trustees are striving to complete 
this as soon as possible.   The idea is to 
have each and every individual item in 
the collection described and given an 
identification label that will note its 
storage location.  

Secondly, Paige said that archival 
collections are traditionally described 
in a finding aid. This explains the 
contents by organizing individual items 
into a series of groupings that provide 
contextual information for the both the 
larger categories and individual items.  
Paige felt the present NHT collection 
can be divided into four groupings, 
with new accession material being 

absorbed into these categories or 
possibly grouped into new categories if 
need be.  The Trustees are working to 
complete a basic finding aid with the 
recognition that this effort will never be 
fully completed, as additional ways to 
encourage and facilitate access to the 
collection are always possible.  

In the area of preservation, the 
Trustees have placed collection items in 
acid free boxes and have begun the 
process of placing individual articles, 
letters, and particularly fragile items in 
individual folders and/or protective 
sleeves.  At Paige’s recommendation, 
the Kate Jones Fowler photo album has 
been dismantled and the individual 
pages have been placed in clear plastic 
sleeves. Whenever possible we labeled 
these with a description for each 
individual photograph, including the 
date the photo was taken;  the location 
of the photograph; and identification 
of  the individuals in the photo.

A two-day Trustee work session is 
scheduled for each of the winter 
months of 2016. The Trustees look 
forward to continuing to follow Paige 
Lilly’s recommendations for how best 
to successfully implement the NHT’s 
stated mission.   We are grateful for the 
Fred Fowlers’  continued willingness to 
allow the collection to be stored in their 
home. 
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Along the walls [of  the store- ed.] 
were shelves loaded with food, 
clothing and all the other supplies 
needed to outfit the parties going to 
the woods on hunting and fishing 
trips. It was possible to supply them 
completely at Norcross. Soon still 
more space was needed at Norcross 
and the Fowler brothers erected a log 
building to the left of the store to 
house woodsmen on their way to the 
camps on the upper lakes. Later the 
building was replaced by a new one, 
two stories high, made of thick 
lumber planks spiked together. This 
lumber was cut up near Light House 
Rock and turned out by Frannie 

Estes at South Twin where the 
Partridge Cove Marina now stands. 
On the ground floor were the 
washroom, woodsmen's dining 
room, and kitchen. On the second 
floor were the toilets and a big open 
bedroom or dormitory lined with 
cots where the woodsmen, mainly 
from Bangor and Boston slept until 
the departure for the logging camps. 

Jutting out from the dining room 
was a bar room where even in 
prohibition days much liquor was 
sold. The woodsmen's dining room 
also had its oddities. The floor was 
cement which could not be damaged 
by caulked boots worn by the 

The Fowler family were proprietors of  Norcross House 
and catered to sportsmen and woodsmen 

By Mrs. John “Bertie” Fowler and Mrs. Agnes Lucas
(Written in 1968)

PLEASE SEE OUR PREVIOUS ISSUE, #6, AT WWW.NORCROSSHERITAGETRUST.ORG, FOR PART ONE

A NOTE OF EXPLANATION BY TOM BYTHER, TRANSCRIPTIONIST: Starting in March, 1979 The Katahdin Times published a series of 
four articles on Fowler stories in celebration of 150 years since the first white settlers,  Thomas and Betsey Fowler, arrived with 
their children in the wilderness which became Millinocket.  
 “Bertie” Fowler’s husband John was the son of Albert F. and Kate Fowler, and the great-grandson of Thomas and Betsey  
Fowler. Mrs.  Agnes Lucas was the daughter of Laura Fowler Page and great-
granddaughter of Thomas and Betsey Fowler. The document below is copied 
from the newspaper as it appeared, with no corrections of  spelling,  grammar or 
sentence structure, and hopefully with no new errors introduced.  The 
newspaper photos included in the article are part of  the Norcross Heritage Trust 
collection, while the others are graciously lent from private collections. 

BEING PART TWO OF A REPRINT OF  AN ARTICLE FROM THE 
KATAHDIN TIMES,  WHICH WAS PUBLISHED ON APRIL 10, 1979

One of the photos clipped from the original 
newspaper article.  The caption reads: “In 
the good old days- This cache of moose and 
deer were piled at the railroad station in 
Norcross in 1907, awaiting transportation 
to the homes of the hunters. The Katahdin 
Region was well noted for the ample supply 
of  good hunting in this era.” 
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loggers. Although the room was primarily 
utilitarian,  it was decorated with 
interesting pictures, moosehorns,  caribou 
horns, and other relics of hunting 
experiences. The kitchen was enormous. 
A large sink, a great iron stove, topped by 
a warming oven, and a woodbox filled 
one side. On the other side was the 
cooking area with another big sink, a 
long counter, and shelves and drawers for 
flour; cooking supplies and utensils. 
Down the center of the room was a long 
zinc work table. At one end of the 
kitchen was another counter with storage 
and cupboard below. In later years Mrs. 
Albert Fowler displayed her collection of 
bone china on the kitchen shelves. 

As more sportsmen came to 
Norcross, it was necessary to expand the 
accommodations for them. An addition 
was built on, which contained a dining 
room, library, laundry and pantry on the 
first floor and four double bedrooms on 
each of the two, upper floors. This 
section was completed before 1914. The 

A rare photo of Norcross House’s interior: the kitchen circa 1955, with its 
great iron stove to the left and the zinc work table to the right.  Pictured (l-r): 
Kate Jones Fowler, Albert F. Fowler, and Frederick Fowler. 

During the Trustees’ work sessions this past year, one of 
their main areas of focus was to scan additional 
photographs from the NHT collection and submit them to 
the Maine Memory Network.  This represents the Trust’s 
first steps in sharing the story of Norcross with Maine 
historians and interested researchers, and the Trustees look 
forward to further strengthening our partnership with 
MMN.

The Norcross Heritage Trust now has forty-four 
photographs available at Maine Memory Network, with an 
additional eighteen waiting to be fully completed according 

to MMN’s exacting standards. The Trustees have heard 
positive reports from a number of viewers of these photos 
and welcome your feedback as well. 

Please visit www.mainememory.net and enter 
“Norcross” in the search  box. While you’re there, take 
some time to browse the many other collections and 
histories that are available; the site is a wealth of 
information. If you’re on Facebook, you can also visit their 
page there, where you’ll find many photos they chose to 
highlight, including two of  our very own. 

Expanding the Norcross Photo Album at 
MMN

Continued on Page  5
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dining room was a large rectangular 
room filled with square tables,  each of 
which seated four persons. A curved 
archway across the room made it 
attractive. The upper walls were 
painted green; the lower walls were 
covered with dark green burlap 
wainscotting. Arrowheads; dug from 
the shores of the lakes, mounted 
animal heads, various stuffed birds and 
game fish along with  hunting gear 
used by the Indians decorated the 
walls. The swinging door to the serving 
area had peepholes so the waitresses 
could watch for the needs of  the guests. 

The pantry had a huge walk-in 
refrigerator which would hold 800 

pounds of ice at a time. In this ice-box 
were shelves to store perishables and 
hooks to hold meats needed for the 
guests.  A large maple meat block was 
another pantry item. The library was 
situated off the hall leading to the stairs 
to the upper stories of the building. 
One can be sure that it included 
among its books The Maine Woods by 
Henry David Thoreau and The 
Penobsco t Man by Fanny Hardy 
Eckstrom as well as many reference 
books on the flora and fauna of the 
area. Some of the books were from the 
collection of Louis Church, son of 
Frederick Church, who owned Camp 
Rhodora. The sportsmen's sitting-room 

w a s a t t r a c t i v e l y 
decorated. In it was 
an old organ which 
had been converted 
into a desk. On the 
front of the desk was 
painted the following 
inscription: 
  'Good will is the 
disposition of the 
customer to return 
to the place where 
he has been served 
well.' 
Above these rooms 
were the sportsmen's 
bedrooms wh ich 

w e r e s i m p l e a n d 
attractive with plenty 
of closet space. Each 
room had a double 
bed, small table desk, 

Windsor chairs,  a flush toilet and a 
lavatory with running water. 

Two of the bedrooms had private 
baths. On each side of the beds were 
Axminster rugs. All the bedrooms had 
been wallpapered. Straight white 
curtains hung at the windows. The 
shingles for these buildings were turned 
out by Jim Thompson who had a small 
mill in Norcross. 

Among many prominent people 
who stayed at the Norcross House in 
the early days were Cecil B. DeMille, 
the moving picture producer; Arthur 
Guiteman, the poet; Ethel Barrymore 
the actress; Samuel Colt and his family; 
Mr. T.W. Gregory, one-time Attorney 
General of the United States; and his 
d a u g h t e r a n d s o n - i n - l aw, t h e 
Lippincotts of Philadelphia; Chester 
Brooks of Cleveland, Ohio; Mr.  Louis 
Church of Camp Rhodora; Dr. R. N. 
Hatt, chief Surgeon of the Shriners' 
Hospital of Springfield, Mass.; and 
William Denneth, Maine publisher 
from Augusta, ME. In later years, the 
old house held outings of organizations 
from Millinocket.  These were the 
Chamber of Commerce, Teachers’ 
Club, the Lions’ Club, and Elks-
Church gatherings. Mrs.  Albert Fowler 
furnished music. The Kiwanis Club 
met here and many family reunions. 
The Mycological Association of 
America held a meeting here.

During the winter of 1915 Fred 
Fowler died,  leaving his brother Albert 
Fowler sole operator of the Norcross 
Transportation Co. He carried on until 

Another photo clipped from the original printing in the  
Katahdin Times. The caption reads: “The railroad Station- the 
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad trains stopped regularly at 
Norcross Station which was adjacent to the Norcross House.  
Supplies and passengers were accommodated by the railroad 
station. 

The Fowler Family were Proprietors... Continued from page 4 
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photo courtesy of George Fowler, from his private collection. Norcross House in its fading 
glory: 1965, three years before it was torn down.  The section in the foreground is the “Men’s 
Part,” while the building beside it, the original section, housed the store, with guest rooms 
upstairs. Just barely visible to the far left is the roof of the addition that included the sitting 
and dining rooms for the campers. 

1960 when failing health prevented him from occupying 
the old House. His daughter, Mrs. Evelyn Larlee lived there 
and continued the family custom of catering to family and 
organization’s parties as well as providing lodging and food 
for occasional sportsmen. In the summers of 1961, 1962, 
and 1963, Mr.  Charles Hathaway, a Fowler cousin, and his 
wife lived there.  That fall the Norcross House was closed, 
apparently permanently.

The Great Northern Paper Co., launched a new tug 
boat in 1964, the ‘O. A. Harkness.’ A place was needed 
where the guests at the formal christening of the Harkness 
could be fed. The Norcross House was opened again and 
for the last time a large party was fed there.  That same 

summer,  a Fowler cousin, Mrs. Agnes Lucas, came to 
Norcross for a long vacation, and she lived alone in the old 
House as the last person of  the Fowler blood to live there.

Today the children of Albert Fowler have, with the 
exception of John F. Fowler, Sr., settled elsewhere. Three 
have settled in Millinocket, Mrs. Helen Byther, Mrs. 
Charlotte Thaxter, and Frederick Fowler.  Mrs. Evelyn 
Larlee lives in Bangor. George Fowler lives in California, 
but owns the Old Homestead in Norcross and plans to 
retire there. The Norcross Transportation Co. was sold to 
the Great Northern Paper Co. in 1965 and the interesting 
old building was left to the wind and weather.

“Thus passes the glory of  the world.”

The Norcross House 
in Norcross, Maine, is 
being torn down. To 
those who have lived 
here it is sad to see it 
go, for this marks the 

end of  an era, the 
need for such a place is 

over, the hustle and 
bustle of  the ‘old days’ 
is passed. The trains 
have made their last 
stops at Norcross...

 
-Bertie Fowler and Agnes 

Lucas, 1968 
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   The Welsh have a word for it, the 
feeling I  get when I think about  
Norcross House and the other elements 
of Norcross that I, born too late,  never 
saw for myself: hiraeth.  There’s not an 
exact translation into English, as it 
covers more than simple nostalgia or 
homesickness; it encompasses, as well, 
a sense of sadness, a yearning for a 
place that is lost to you.  As I  was 
putting this issue together,  that sense of 
loss came over me as I read Agnes’  and 
Bertie’s words about the final years of 
Norcross House. I felt it, too,  when I 
saw for the first time the interior 
photographs that George Fowler 
shared. I remember how proud my 
grandmother Evelyn was to have 
grown up there, and I find myself 
wishing I could have walked through 
those rooms with her and asked  her 
about her memories. I wish I could 
have worked in the big kitchen with 
her, and learned to make    her mother 
Kate’s doughnuts,  the ones everyone 
loved and remember to this day. 

But then, the Norcross Heritage 
Trust isn’t about a simple desire to 
offset that sort of yearning for the past.  
The more I learn about Norcross, 
thanks to the work of the Trustees, the 
more I come away with two distinct 
paths of  appreciation for this history. 

The first,   a personal perspective, 
is  the simple recognition of how the 
roots planted by Kate and Albert 
Fowler have spread in the family. The 
music and dancing in the dining room 
of the Men’s Part, for example, echo 
down through time, to the reunions 
that were held when I was growing up 
and my dad would play guitar, and 
George his fiddle. They echo still 
whenever Marian plays the old piano; 
when Tom Fowler plays with his band; 
when Liz Fowler dances; when my 
brother Kevin plays his guitar.      

Beyond the personal though, the 
Norcross story has a particular place in 
the history of the state of Maine as 
well, and the more I learn, the more I 
appreciate that.  For what amounted to 
a short time, a small group of folks 
created various industries and carved a 
life for themselves out of the wilderness 
of Maine.  They shared what the 
unique region had to offer, both by 
exporting logs and by bringing in 
vacationers from afar. It was hard 
work, probably for not a lot of profit, 
and I can’t help but marvel at how 
much they all managed to accomplish.   

As our consultant Paige Lilly 
summed up, the earliest parts of the 
collection of the Norcross Heritage 
Trust are “all that remain of that 

period, and they represent the variety 
of year round activity and employment 
of the region.”    There’s much to be 
learned from these records, and though 
I’m sad that times inevitably changed 
and the village is gone, I’m deeply 
grateful for the Trustees’ ongoing work, 
so that the story of Norcross is not lost 
as well. 

CONTACT

For inquiries regarding 
The Norcross Heritage 

Trust:
George Fowler
612 Reach Rd

Brooklin, ME 04616

Donations always welcome, 
and greatly appreciated: mail 

checks, payable to The 
Norcross Heritage Trust, to:

Tom Byther
365 Happy Corner Rd

Patten, ME  04765-3303

For inquiries, feedback, and 
contributions regarding  this 

newsletter: 
Mindi Larlee 

editor.tnhtnews@loci.net 

Beyond Hiraeth
 by Mindi Larlee

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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 The Dining Room 
   THE “MEN’S PART” OF NORCROSS HOUSE

Built sometime around 1912 to accommodate the guides and other men who worked at Norcross, this room and the 
“sitting area” adjacent to it could well be considered the heart of Norcross House.  More than the dining room for 
both the workmen and the Fowler family, this was where everyone associated with Norcross House gathered.   All 
the Norcross locals--the Fowlers, the men hired to support the business, the lumbermen and the guides for the 
sportsmen-- always conversed and shared ideas here.  Kate Fowler kept her piano here as well,  and played it often.  
“My mother would usually play in the evenings,” Evelyn Fowler Larlee recalled in May of 2003. “We had a little 
orchestra. Millard Rankin came down from the dam at North Twin and he played the violin.  John & George 
[Evelyn’s older brothers] on saxophone and Dad was going to get me a xylophone,  but he ended up getting me a set 
of drums. We had orchestra music, and things to set the music on, and we’d all tune up and have a jamboree in the 
evening.  We had dances, and the campers would come down, stay over the weekend.  Come down on Number 8, 
Saturday night and stay over at the cottages and camps, and they’d all gather at the hotel dining room and we’d 
have dances there.  Dad would put corn meal on the floor to make it smooth.  This would have been in the big 
dining room.  There was a cement floor in both rooms, the dining room and the men’s part.” Frederick Fowler 
spoke of the dances and music, too, but he also fondly recalled another sort of gathering here.  “Growing up...I 
used to enjoy [when] some of the old guides or the people would set up in the Men’s Part in the evening and tell 
stories and relate what incidents happened. Stories way back,  you know, [of] when they were trapping or [out in the 
woods]….I used to enjoy that.” 

Another rare interior photograph from the Norcross House: the “woodsmen’s dining room” or 
“Men’s dining room.”  The concrete floor here was finished off much smoother than in other room 
of the Men’s part.  The walls and ceiling were covered with a patterned (stamped) tin. The door 
on the left conceals a stairwell down to the cellars; the kitchen is just visible through the doorway. 
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