THE NORCROSS HERITAGE TRUST
NEWS
Spring 2015

Issue No. Six

www.norcrossheritagetrust.org

Keeping the Norcross Story
Alive

Dedicated to preserving
the history
and the community ties
of Norcross, Maine

GREAT STRIDES BEING
MADE
OVERVIEW OF THE TRUSTEES’ WORK

George Fowler and the other Trustees
have been meeting regularly, organizing
the collection and preparing photographs
for the Maine Memory Network.
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A WINDOW ON THE PAST

We are pleased to present part one of an
article written in 1968 by Bertie Fowler
and Agnes Lucas, published in 1979 in The
Katahdin Times, in which they share the
history and a description of the Norcross
House.
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PAIGE LILLY SHAPES FUTURE DIRECTION OF
THE TRUST

The curator of the Castine Historical
Society travelled to Millinocket to examine
and assess the collection.
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“Poling Up the West Branch, Penobscot River, ca 1920”
Gene Hale, left, and respected Penobscot Indian guide Joe Dennis,
right, pole their canoes up the West Branch of the Penobscot River.
Hale and Dennis worked as guides for the region's sporting camps.
The scene is somewhere near Abol Falls, and Mt. Katahdin is in the
background.

This photograph, and its accompanying caption, is
one of a set of twenty-three now available for viewing
at the Maine Memory Website, as representative
images of the story of Norcross, Maine.
See Page 2
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In Memories (And Imagination) by Mindi Larlee
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
From my little house in San Diego, it’s
sometimes hard to imagine just how
different life in Norcross a hundred
years ago must have been. In my
mind’s eye (or rather, ear), it was a
quiet place. But I recognize that I am
projecting my own memories of the
place backward to those years when it
was a thriving small community, and
day-dreaming, I suppose, of a time
without the noise pollution I contend
with here. With the trains being the
lifeline to the world beyond the shores
of North Twin Lake, bringing supplies,
visitors and mail to Norcross on a
regular schedule (several times a day),
I’m sure it was anything but quiet, in
those years from 1910 to 1930 or so.
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Time has marched on, and the
Fowler family, which once was basically
concentrated in that area that Thomas
and Betsey settled in 1827, is now
spread out across the country; the
descendants of the other Norcross
families are likely far-flung as well. I
hope that this new incarnation of our
newsletter will, in some measure, bring
the old place-- and the family roots-alive for you, despite the distance of
time and geography.
The cycle of life ebbs and flows,
and with the changes that have come to
the extended Fowler family since we
last published, the work of the Trust
has likewise ebbed and flowed--but it
has continued, nonetheless.
Collectively, we’ve celebrated new

family members through birth (hello,
Leila Fowler, Hannah Davis-Johnson,
and Avery Dearborn!) and marriage
(welcome, Jonathan Davis!). And we’ve
grieved the passing of others, including
my father Dave Larlee, and Janice
MacIntosh, Charlotte Fowler Thaxter’s
daughter. It is both for those who have
gone on before us, and those who will
follow us, that we carry on the work of
preserving and sharing the history of
Norcross.
I sincerely hope the memories that
“linger[ed] on” for Bertie and Agnes in
1968 will continue to live on, even for
those of us who never saw Norcross
House with our own eyes, or heard for
ourselves the trains as they pulled in to
the station.

Milestones Reached: Norcross
Photos, Film Available Online
At the end of January, the Maine
Memory Network made available for
general viewing on their website an
initial batch of twenty-three Norcross
photographs. The images range in
dates from 1870 to 1948, and showcase
not only the buildings that once made
up the village, but also some diverse
aspects of life at Norcross.
TNHT has become contributing
partners to MMN. Please visit:
http://norcross.mainememory.net for
information on the organization, and
to view and read about these photos

for yourself.
George and Pat Fowler have also
loaned, to the Northeast Historic Film,
ten reels of 8 mm film shot in and
around Norcross in the 1930’s and
’40’s. To view a clip of sluicing logs
through North Twin Dam, as well as to
read more about the collection, please
visit:
http://oldfilm.org/collection/index.php/
Detail/Collection/Show/collection_id/428

These efforts mark the Trust’s first
steps in sharing the story of Norcross
with Maine researchers and historians.
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Chairman’s
Report
by George Fowler

A RENEWAL OF ENERGY
MARKED 2014

As I look back on 2014, and view our plans
One day in mid-November 2014, the Trustees moved the Norcross collection to
for the year ahead, I am very pleased to see a
the Congregational Church (in Millinocket) and arranged it for assessment by
renewal of energy within The Norcross
consulting archivist, Paige Lilly.
Heritage Trust. The Trustees have held quite
a few workdays and meetings since last
October, and have been busy with organization and
She prepared a full report of her recommendations, which
preservation projects each time. The Advisory Committee
was in our hands at the end of November. Her
has weighed in with their enthusiasm, nominating Fred
recommendations now help guide our workdays, including
Fowler, Jr. as a new Trustee, and offering encouragement
efforts to protect the collection with proper storage
and suggestions for our work. Mindi Larlee, our Advisory
materials. We now have all the historic materials housed
Committee Chair, has also stepped forward to design, edit
within labeled archival storage containers, which is a great
and produce the newsletter you are now reading.
improvement in organizing the collection.
The Trustees’ workday sessions have often extended
Fred “Uncle Teb” Fowler continues to help us with his
over portions of two days, and usually included a Trust
valuable documentary information and identifications; we
business meeting as well. We have selected and scanned
are deeply in his debt for all his contributions. Trustee Tom
over forty new images from the collection for eventual
Byther has been forging ahead on numerous research
posting on the Maine Memory Network (MMN). While this
projects of his own, utilizing Trust materials as well as public
may not seem like a particularly large effort, each image
records of deeds and land transfers he has recently
must be scanned at a very high documentary resolution,
unearthed to further enhance our understanding of
converted to an appropriately sized image file which can be
Norcross and the families that lived and worked there. We
sent to MMN, and then be fully documented in written
look forward to sharing some of Tom’s discoveries in future
detail (title, size, description, search tags, location, source,
issues of the newsletter.
date, etc.). This is a very time-consuming process. The first
I want to thank my fellow Trustees for all their
twenty images have now been posted for public view and
assistance and continued devotion to developing the historic
appreciation.
material of the Trust. I want to offer, also, a special “shout
At a meeting last fall, the Trustees felt we really needed
out” to Mindi Larlee for her editorial and design work from
some professional guidance in organizing and prioritizing
afar, and to Rob Arnold, her husband, for his technical
the collection chores that lay before us. To that end we
assistance in both design and production of this newsletter.
engaged Paige Lilly, curator of the Castine Historical
There are always projects that can use a helping hand, so
Society (see page 5) to make an on-site visit to the collection.
don’t hesitate to raise your hand and step forward.
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The Fowler family were proprietors of Norcross House
and catered to sportsmen and woodsmen
By Mrs. John “Bertie” Fowler and Mrs. Agnes Lucas
(Written in 1968)
BEING PART ONE OF A REPRINT OF AN ARTICLE FROM THE KATAHDIN TIMES,
WHICH WAS PUBLISHED ON APRIL 10, 1979
A NOTE OF EXPLANATION BY TOM BYTHER, TRANSCRIPTIONIST:
Starting in March, 1979 The Katahdin Times published a series of four
articles on Fowler stories in celebration of 150 years since the first white
settlers, Thomas and Betsey Fowler, arrived with their children in the
wilderness which became Millinocket.
“Bertie” Fowler’s husband John was the son of Albert F. and Kate
Fowler, and the great-grandson of Thomas and Betsey Fowler. Mrs.
Agnes Lucas was the daughter of Laura Fowler Page and greatgranddaughter of Thomas and Betsey Fowler. The document below is
copied from the newspaper as it appeared, with no corrections of
spelling, grammar or sentence structure, and hopefully with no new
errors introduced. The pictures included in the article are part of The
Norcross Heritage Trust collection.
This article provides an excellent and informative short history of
the hotel along with a description of the building itself with great detail.

MILLINOCKET- Descendants of
the first settler to the region of what is now the
Town of Millinocket have related the story of
the "Norcross House," the hotel which stood
until recent years on the shore of North Twin
Lake, some six miles west of Millinocket.
The Katahdin Times is pleased to
publish these stories to help commemorate the
l50th Anniversary of these early settlers. Two
stories in the past two editions of The Times
told about how Thomas Fowler, Sr. and his
family first arrived via ox cart to the
Millinocket area from the Pittsfield, Maine
area.
We thank Mrs. John Fowler, Sr. of

The Norcross House- An early photograph shows the
Norcross House which combined a store, post office,
hotel, barber shop, and other specialties among its many
rooms. The House was located near the shore of North
Twin Lake, some six miles west of Millinocket.

Norcross and Mrs. Agnes Lucas of
Virginia, for furnishing this week's account for
our readers.
Editor's note: We are especially pleased
with the many reports from people who have
told us they are enjoying these stories of the
early history. Also, we have learned that
schoolchildren are studying the stories to absorb
the ''flavor of their heritage.”
The Norcross House in Norcross,
Maine, is being torn down. To those
who have lived here it is sad to see it
go, for this marks the end of an era,
the need for such a place is over, the

hustle and the bustle of the 'old days' is
passed. The trains have made their last
stops at Norcross and no longer do
passengers arrive here bound for the
deep woods, nor do private Pullman
cars wait on the railroad siding for
owners on return trips from the woods.
Yet the memories linger on.
In the 1890's a post office and a
store were needed near the station,
since there was considerable transient,
travel at the time, so Mr. Fred Peasley
built them. Some years later, for some
reason, Mr. Peasley decided to sell his
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Meet Our Consultant,
Paige Lilly

Paige Lilly, curator of the Castine
Historical Society
INVALUABLE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

Last fall, the trustees of The Norcross
Heritage Trust needed professional
help in evaluating the collection and
organizing our preservation and
documentation efforts. Blue Hill

resident Paige Lilly was recommended
to TNHT by the Maine Historical
Society and she agreed to visit the
collection and provide a full written
report to the trustees of her findings
and recommendations. As we move
forward with our work, we are deeply
indebted to Paige for all the direction
and assistance she has given to our
endeavors.
A BIT OF BACKGROUND

Paige Lilly is the curator of the
Castine Historical Society, a position
she has held since December 2008.

The Fowler Family...by Bertie Fowler &
Agnes Lucas

business, and was bought out by Fred
A. Fowler, who later owned the
Stratton House, a hotel on the hill
overlooking North Twin Lake. The
Stratton House burned in 1900 and
was not rebuilt. As his business
increased, Fred Fowler was joined in
business by his brother Albert F.
Fowler. In 1902 the two brothers
formed the Norcross Transportation
Company.
Naturally the loss of a hotel in
N o rc ro s s c r e a t e d a n e e d f o r
accommodations for guides which
Mr. Fowler met by raising and
widening the store and post office,

con’t from p. 4

thus providing guides quarters in the
upper floor. The post office and store
was entered by a center door. It was a
very popular place at mail time, for a
great deal of mail was handled there
where it was bagged to be sent to the
various logging and sporting camps
on the upper lakes. The post office
occupied only a corner of the big
room. The remainder of the space
was occupied by the store.
TO BE CONTINUED. NEXT TIME:
A TOUR OF NORCROSS HOUSE, AND
FURTHER DETAILS OF ITS HISTORY

She received a Bachelor’s degree in
American Studies and Spanish from
Colby College and a Master’s degree
in American and New England
Studies from the University of
Southern Maine. Previously she
worked as an Archivist/Librarian for
the United Society of Shakers and for
the Penobscot Marine Museum, and
more recently as Archivist for the
William S. Cohen Papers at Fogler
Library at the University of Maine.

CONTACT
For inquiries regarding
The Norcross Heritage
Trust:
George Fowler
612 Reach Rd
Brooklin, ME 04616
Donations always welcome,
and greatly appreciated: mail
checks, payable to The
Norcross Heritage Trust, to:
Tom Byther
365 Happy Corner Rd
Patten, ME 04765-3303
For inquiries, feedback, and
contributions regarding this
newsletter:
Mindi Larlee
editor.tnhtnews@loci.net
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One of the last envelopes canceled by the Norcross Post Office. The final day of operation was November 30,
1946. Albert F. mailed this to George Fowler (Jr)’s grandmother, and it has been in George’s possession for
many years. George recently purchased and donated to the collection of TNHT another last-day canceled
envelope.

A Post Office in the North Woods
THE STORY BEHIND THE CANCELLATION STAMP
For nearly fifty years Albert F. Fowler ran the post office at Norcross as one of the varied services he provided to
both visitors and nearby residents. He had probably been its only postmaster and, by the time it closed in 1946, had
the distinction of holding one of the longest continuous tenures of any postmaster at that time.
The post office was located in a corner of the oldest part of the Norcross House, in a small room adjacent to
the store in front of the hotel. It was accessible via “a Dutch door,” and complete with a postal window just inside
the entrance of the store. This room also held the store’s cash register; with two desks and a safe, the space doubled
as the office where Albert F. took care of other business.
Like so many other aspects of life in the remote community, the postal service depended on the train to connect
Norcross to the outside world. “The mail would come to the Norcross post office...by train every morning, they’d
throw it off in a bag,” Evelyn (Fowler) Larlee recalled, in an oral history interview in May of 2003. “We’d have to
separate it, and put it in their boxes. After the train, when the mail was sorted, they’d get their mail and go home.
The mail for the camps came there too, they’d have to come pick it up. The West Seboois mail, Schoodic,
Packard’s, it all came there at home. We’d sort it, put it in another pouch and put it back on the next train.” There
was also a mail slot for outgoing letters, which would be collected and sent out on the trains, as well.
In the late 1960’s, when the hotel was torn down, a letter was found to have fallen down between the slot and
the wall. “It had been there for fifty or sixty years, probably,” Albert L. Fowler said, during that same oral history
interview. “It was a love letter from a logger to his sweetheart in Bangor. We often wondered if they ever got
together, after her not getting his letter.”
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